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PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS. 
By H. L. W. Burritt, 
Of Bridgeport, Conn. 





The following is the brief record of twenty-five 
years’ experience in this disease ; as you say “ short, 
sharp,” and I think, “decisive.” Number of cases 14; 
five cases of primapara of various constitutions ; ages 
16 to 30; full period, usual labor; convulsions, least 
number, four; greatest, twenty; all commencing 
before delivery; four continuing after. Limit of 
time, one to thirty hours. Treatment—Bleeding 
15 to 35 ounces, within an hour from the commence- 
ment; spirits turpentine over the whole surface and 
in three bad cases by injection ; cold water and ice 
to the head; opium and the usual after -remedies ; 
consciousness lost in all; in two cases for over 34 
hours. Recovery. Four cases permature labor (one 
of another physician,) 3d, 4th and 7th months; two 
second; others third and fourth confinements; 
caused by a fall in two cases, others not known ; the 
labor was forced by dilation, mostly by the fingers 
and finally by instruments. Free bleeding pro re 
nate, repeated for three days in two cases ; turpen- 
tine freely used by skin and injection as before, and 
ice water to the head. Ol. tiglii gtts. ij, with ol. ricini 
in one case, followed by opium. All recovered, two 
after severe peritonitis, and great depression of vital 
force. 

Five cases; one second, two third, and two fourth 
and sixth labors; ages 27 to 44; all but one, women 
of good constitutions; convulsions in two ceased 
after delfvery, but were extremely severe, in each; 
one very protracted, and tonic, free bleeding (thirty 
ounces) was premised, followed by spts. turpentine; 
patients of nervous temperament ; duration o flabor 
before spasms in one case, thirty-four hours; other 
twenty-three ; forceps in one for impaction; version 
in the other, for arm presentation; in case three, 
& full, florid, healthy woman of forty years, sixth 
labor, the patient had fourteen convulsions; two 
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before delivery by forceps, and all protracted and 
terrible; immediate and free phlebotomy; thirty 
ounces of blood in two hours; turpentine cloths per 
vaginam, et anum; ice to the head; chloroform 
after much opposition from friends, was used, and 
was very controlling in its effects in the last two 
spasms. Cases fourth and fifth, ages 30 and 37, 
were also protracted labors, and instrumental ; con- 
vulsions came on before and kept on after delivery— 
even under chloroform. Fifteen convulsions in one, 
and seventeen in the other. Blood taken to over 
twenty-five ounces, and chloroform finally mastered 
the horrible spasms. . Turpentine and ice used as in 
the other cases. Case 15th, in consultation with a 
country physician; primapara; 35, short, full, habit ; 
labor for three days; had been bled once and was 
under ether, when I first saw her; delivered forim- 
paction in upper strait; convulsions ceased under 
delivery but patient was entirely unconscious for 
twenty-four hours, and in a critical state for three 
days. All recovered of these fifteen cases; all had 
loss of consciousness and cerebral congestion, for 
more than twenty-four hours; several for days. 

My observation has made me a decided believer in 
the “sheet anchor,” bleeding, with chloroform and 
turpentine, not tobea despised remedy. The causes, 
I think, are in this order, (constipation premised,) 
mental, one half; protracted labor, one fourth; bal- 
ance, various, urea, albumen, &c. I can’t see any 
reason why a physician, who believes in Harvey, 
should dread blood from the arm more than from 
the nose, unless fear of fashion has him fast by that 
organ. 





Hospital Reports. 





PennsyLvania Hospitat, 
Philadelphia, April, 1869. 


Surcicat Ciinic sy D, Hayes Acnew, M. D. 
Reported for the Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


John C., et., 15 years. This patient met with a 
very severe accident three weeks ago. He is from 
the coal region in the northern part of the State, 
and while engaged in his duties fell from one of 
the cars, the wheels of which, in some way, not 
very clear, produced a severe compound fracture of 
the right humerus, three inches above the elbow 
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joint, with extensive bruising of the muscles. | remaining soft parts. 


Below the joint there is also a lacerated wound 


of the fore-arm. Extensive as was the injury, the 
main blood vessels and nerves escaped, the pulsation 
of the radial being quite distinct at the wrist. An | 
effort was made to savethis arm. The loss of a 
right arm is a great calamity, and especially to a lad 
of such an age, with no patrimony but his arms 
and a stout heart. The limb was accordingly ad- 
justed on an internal angular splint. The wounds 
drawn together and sprinkled over with the Phoenix 
earth, and all secured by a roller carried about the 
arm and splint, with moderate firmness. Ina few 
days the suppuration became profuse, attended with 
a good deal of irritative fever and sweating. This 
continued for ten days, when the discharge ina great 
measure subsided, and his fever disappeared. An 
examination of the wound at this time, evinced, 
pretty clearly, that all hopes of preserving the arm 
were vain. The periosteum had separated from 
the bone, even above the insertion of the deltoid, 
and below the joint was open. Four or five days 
it was supposed would place him in a good condition 
for the removal of the arm. But in the mean time 
he was taken with a chill, followed by frequent 
rigors, profuse sweating, and a running pulse. 
I was apprehensive that what we term pyzmia had 
occurred, still his countenance and color remained 
good; there was very little mental disturbance, and 
nothing serious was revealed by careful exploration 
of the chest. A few days more and my mind was 
at rest ; an abcess formed on the outer border of his 


right foot, and the other symptoms vanished. ‘tures, should your experience be extensive, cases 


: | will occur in which the consolidation will be tardy ; 
the removal of the limb at the shoulder joint. It | 


To-day we deemed him in a condition to admit of 


now becomes a secondary operation, and according 
to statistical information much less favorable than 
primary. Hence, the marvellous success of Larrey, 
whose operations were done so frequently during 
the destructive battles of Napoleon the Ist. If a 
general summary of these amputations be made, in- 
cluding all recorded cases at home and in European 
hospitals, the mortality, if I mistake not, falls but 
little short of 50 per cent. The method we shall 
employ is that known as Larrey’s, and which con- 
sists in splitting the entire thickness of the deltoid’ 
for three inches from the acromion process down- 
ward, then carrying incisions inwards and outwards, 
toward the axilla, leaving that portion of the arm 
along which run the great blood vessels undivided. 
The incision thus made resembles the letter Y in- 
verted. The tendinous and capsular attachments 
about the neck of the bone are next divided, and 
the head of the humerus drawn forward out of its 
articular cavity. An assistant should next pass his 
thumb and fingers behind the bone and grasp the 
parts containing the vessels while the knife passing 
along the inner surface of the humerus seyers the 
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| ings at too early a date. 
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The arterial trunks being 
| next carefully secured, the flaps are brought together 
some five inches long, but no damage to the bones laterally. These stages of the amputation will be 
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understood as you see them executed in your pres- 
ence.* 

I. -» et. —, ununited fracture. This young 
man had tibia and fibula of the right leg broken, 
| about four months ago. He states a fracture dress- 
ing was applied and worn four weeks, after which 
time, he commenced moving about on crutches. The 
lameness and weakness of the limb continued to in- 
crease until he has been compelled to seek relief in 
the hospital. On examination I find the tibia solidly 
united with some external angularity, due no doubt to 
premature use, increased by a natural curve in the 
bones of the leg, as may be seen by examining the 
sound limb. The fibula, however, has not united. 
The point where it has been severed is about the 
middle, and full one inch above the seat of fracture 
in the tibia. There may be—probably is—a fibrous 
connection, maintaining a flexible continuity of the 
bone, but nothiug more. The period in which it 
has so remained justifies us in. regarding it as a case 
of arrested or imperfect union, rather than delayed 
union. The patient is in excellent healtl., and free, 
as far as can be ascertained, from any constitutional 
vice favoring such a condition; and we must believe 
this condition to be referable to removing the dress- 
Why the fibula should fail 
to unite, and yet the tibia be firm, was rio doubt in 
consequence of the displacement. 


What shall be done? In the treatment of frac- 





so much so indeed, as to induce the belief you have 
a case of technical ununited fracture. But be not 
hasty, continue the dressing. Enjoin and enforce 
perfect quietude; examine and see if there be any 
error in the constitution. It may be necessary to 
administer tonics, phosphates ; a better diet. When 
asimple fracture refuses to unite within 12 weeks, 
then I begin to feel as if something was wrong; under 
such circumstance a great variety of measures have 
been praeticed. Such as blistering ; stimutating lin- 
iments; frictions; issues; setons; excisions; drill- 
ing; artificial appliances, &c., &c. 

In several cases I have succeeded in obtaining solid 
union by the method which I propose to execute in 
your presence in the present case. This instrument 
is a fine gimblet; a small puncture is made with a 
bistoury, the gimblet inserted and carried directly 
down upon one of the fragments, boring it through 
in an oblique manner and then conducting it on- 
ward through the other. The handle may then be 
detached and the instrument allowed to remain from 
eight to fourteen days. The limb to be kept in the 

* This boy was well in 28 days. apaad 
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usual dressing for such fracture as may be the sub- 
ject of operation. The requisite action is induced 
by the presence of this foreign body, and the work 
of repair again goes forward.* 

Let me now exhibit a few cases of fractures, which 
are ready to be discharged from the hospital, and 
which it is my duty to let you see, as you ean deter- 
mine for yourselves the result of treatment. 

First. We have herea thigh. Theseat of fracture 
at the junction of the middle and lower third. He 
has been nine weeks in the ward. A piece of bind- 
er’s board has been wet and moulded to the thigh, 
and retained by a roller to give some protection to 
the part. He is moving about with the aid of 
crutches. He should not venture his entire weight, 
except in the most guarded manner, under 11 or 12 
weeks. A careful measurement does not give one 
half inch shortening. The apparatus, with which it 
was dressed, was the adhesive strips; suspended 
weight (ten pounds) in the shape of two bricks and 
sand-bags; the bedstead in these cases, is raised at 
the foot by slipping a block three inches thick under 
each leg. This gives the weight of the body a vant- 
age ground, in the way of resisting the extending 
force.. It will be in vain to look for any device more 
satisfactory or complete than this. It is simple, ef- 
ficient and comfortable. 

Case 2. This is also a fracture of the thigh below 
the middle. It illustrates the value of another dress- 
ingin certain cases. It has occurred in a patient 
who has an old bony anchylosis of the knee joint, the 
leg being at an angle of forty degrees with the thigh. 
Of course, the dressing used in the case just exhib- 
ited could not be applied here, and hence the limb 
was suspended by an anterior splint, generally 
known as the splint of Dr. NATHAN SmITH, of 
Baltimore ; the union is complete and free from any 
deformity. 

Cases 3 and 4. These were beth fractures of the 
leg. In the one, of both tibia and fibula five inches 
above the ankle; in the other at the upper third. 
They have been each treated in the old fracture box ; 
and I doubt if you can either by sight or touch dis- 
cover the seat of injury. Six weeks have elapsed 
and we deem it safe to apply lateral splint with soft- 


ened binder’s board, and allow the patient to use’ 


¢rutches. Nine or ten weeks is soon enough to admit 
of the ordinary use of the limb. 





Medical Societies. 


PENNSYLVANIA MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The Medical Society of Pennsylvania met in 
the Court House, in Erie, Pa., Wednesday, June 
9th, in the afternoon, and at four o’clock was called 
to order by the President, Dr. Joun Curwen, of 





* In fiye weeks this patient was discharged well. 
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An impressive opening prayer was offered by Rev. 

G. F. Carn, D. D., of this city. 
ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 

Dr. GEORGE C. BENNETT, of Erie, then stepped 
forward, and delivered the following welcoming ad- 
dress : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Medical So- 
ciety of the State of Pennsylvania: 

As Chairman of your Committee of Arrange- 
ments, I greet you and extend to you a cordial wel- 
come in behalf of the Erie County Medical Society, 
and our citizens at large. 

That spirit of energy and emulation which can 
bring such large delegations so great a distance and 
from a business so difficult to leave for a single day, 
must impress the communities in which you reside 
with an assurance that they have with them men 
devoted to their art, and who practice it with a leve 
and intelligence equal to that devotion. 

It is less than a quarter of a century since this 
Society first met in convention. Many of the mem- 
bers of that meeting have passed away from eaith, 
after the successful and unwearied completion of 
their laborious mission. Only six are with you to- 
day of the original members. Many were eminent 
men—all of them men of energy—but how soon 
would we forget them were not their choicest 
thoughts, the fruits of their active lives of observa- 
tion, treasured in the transactions of this Society. 

By their labors, the profession in the State has been 
harmonized, and its tone elevated, and by their 
efforts your Society became a strong power, aided by 
other State Societies, in the organization of the great 
American Medical Association, which makes you 
national and Catholic in spirit and in fact. By, your 
labors a desire is stimulated for a higher standard of 
medical education. And, above all, by the adoption 
of the code of ethics, a line as of fire is drawn be- 
tween the regular scientific physician and the char- 
latan and empiric. 

Much remains to be done in order that medicine 
may continue her unwearied efforts for the good of 
our race, and widen still more her range of scientific 
resources ; that she may fulfill her sublime mission 
in all its unspeakable grandeur. Your power for 
good can hardly be estimated, but trusting that you 
will all heartily endorse the sentiment of the Roman 
actor: «* Homo sum, nihil humani a me alienum 
puto,” while you continue on the stage of life; and 
with the highest confidence in your capacity for use- 
fulness, I bid you God speed in your work, and say 
to you again, distinguished guests, welcome to our 
city and our homes. 

The speech was loudly applauded. 


ENTERTAINMENT OF VISITORS. : 
Dr. J. L. StewARt, Chairman of the Committee 


of Arrangements of the Erie County Medical So- 
ciety, extended the civilities of the citizens of Erie 
county to medical visitors, in the following remarks * 
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Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the State Medical 
Society: 


As Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements 
of the Erie County Medical Society, it is my pleasant 
duty to announce the programme and business of 
entertainment. Before doing so, let me express the 
regret of the Society, as well as of our citizens, that 
our hotel accommodations have proved insufficient 
for this occasion. But, though we are short in hotel 
accommodation, we have made abundant provision 
in our private families. 

The speaker then stated that all the delegates 
present, unprovided for, if they would make their 
wishes known, at the close of the session the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements would take pleasure in as- 
signing them to pleasant quarters. He added: 
“The latch strings of our citizens not only hang 
out, but our doors are wide open to all.” [Ap- 
plause.] 

TIME OF MEETING. 

The committee have arranged for the Society to 
meet at 9 o’clock, A. M.; adjourn at 123 o’clock, P. 
M.; meet again at 23 o’clock, P. M., and adjourn 
at 63 o’clock, P. M. 

Dr. STEWART also announced the following 

ENTERTAINMENTS AND RECEPTIONS. 


Wednesday evening—Reception by Capt. Jouett, 
U.S. N., on board the U.S. S. Michigan, at half- 
past seven o’clock. 

Thursday evening—Banquet at the Reed House, 
at eight o’clock. 

Friday, at 11 o’clock, A. M., excursion on Lake 
Erie, in steam and pleasure yachts, and sail boats, 
and collation at Crystal Point, at four o’clock, P. M. 

The Secretary, Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, of Philadel- 
phia, read a certificate from the Buffalo and the Lake 
Erie Medical Societies, setting forth that B. H. Dag- 
gett, M. D., of Buffalo, and J. E. Stubbs, M. D., of 
the Lake Erie Medical Society, had been regularly 
elected to represent that Society at this meeting. 

The Secretary moved that they be made members 
by invitation, which was unanimously agreed to. 

EX-PRESIDENTS OF THE SOCIETY. 

On motion of Dr. Wm. Mayburry, of Philadelphia, 
all the ex-Presidents of the Society were invited to 
seats near the President. The invitatiou was ac- 
cepted on the part of all the ex-Presidents present. 

COURTESIES TO MEDICAL GENTLEMEN. 

A number of medical gentlemen present were in- 
vited to seats in the Society. 

On motion of Dr. J. King, of Alleghany, all the 
members of the Erie county Medical Society, in ad- 
dition to those who are delegates, were invited to 
seats in the Society. 

LIST OF DELEGATES. 

The Secretary then read the names of delegates 
handed in up to that time. He stated that the list 
had not been perfected. 
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One hundred and seven names appearing on the 

list. 

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 
Dr. John Curwen, President of the Convention, 
(and Medical Superintendent of the Pennsylvanig 
State Lunatic Hospital,) addressed the Society ina 
very interesting discourse on insanity, its pathology 
and treatment. Not having space for the whole of 
the address we give the following extract on 
GENERAL PARESIS: 

In late years a form of mental disorder has at- 
tracted very general attention, to which it seems 
proper in this place to refer to general terms, the 
general paralysis of the insane, or, as now called, 
general paresis. A great deal as been written 
within the last few years on this disorder, and to 
those who feel inclined to pursue the study more 
fully, the many articles in the English, French and 
German Psychiatrie Journals may be recommended, 
One or two points only need to be noticed here, 
The disease is characterized by delusions of immense 
wealth or unbounded possessions with a peculiar 
impediment or hesitation, or stammering in talking 
among the very earliest symptoms, and also an ir- 
regular contraction of the pupils of the eyes, and an 
unequal movement of the lower extremities, often 
from the very first, though only to be recognized by 
very strict examination. The disease is confined 
almost exclusively to males, very few cases among 
females having been reported. Much dispute has 
arisen on the etiology of the disease, but it may be 
referred, as a general rule, to excessive indulgence, 
and to various circumstances which tend to deprave 
the physical constitution, and from these conditions 
may be inferred the almost utter hopelessness of the 
disease. The general principles of treatment in 
different mental disorders will be modified by pecu- 
liarities in the constitution of the individual, and the 
condition which may be presented at the time. 

These general principles are divided into two 
classes, medical and moral, and toa proper combina- 
tion of these two all success in the management of 
the insane must be attributed. The essentially 
chronic character of most mental disorders requires 
great patience and perseverance on the part of the 
physician, notwithstanding the constant discourage 
ments to be met with, and the pleas to be trying 
some new remedy, and the truth must be steadily 
inculcated, that a speedy restoration must not be 
looked for, but that chronic disorders can only be 
cured by steady perseverance in that course which 
has been found most serviceable in such cases. 

As would be inferred from the asthenic character 
of the disorder, an unusual tendency to constipation 
exists in nearly all cases varying from the mildest to 
the most intractable form, which must be met and 
managed, not so much by violent medicines, which 
only add to the mischief, but by a judicious combin& 
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tion of medicines, food, exercise, and the inculcation 
of regular habits. The great sleeplessness so char- 
acteristic of insanity must also be overcome in the 
same way; not by a routine treatment of sedative 
medicine or one medicine in particular, but by such 
diversity of mental and bodily exertion as will bring 
on that moderate dégree of fatigue which will induce 
sleep. 

A general tonic treatment will also be indicated to 
brace up the debilitated nervous system, and add 
strength an energy to the enfeebled powers; and this 
can usually be effected by the regular exhibition of 
the different preparations of iron and such vegetable 
tonics as may be found most useful, conjoined with 
such sedatives as may aid in carrying forward the 
object to be attained. But our efforts must not be 
directed to medical care alone, since as the disorder 
has, in the great majority of cases, been induced by 
irregular habits and modes of life, we must endeavor 
to correct these, and bring the individual back to 
that regular and systematic exercise and manner of 
life which will enable all the functions to exert their 
proper influence, and have their proper action and 
development. For this purpose hygienic measures 
must be resorted to, and regularly and systematically 
carried out. Meals at regular hours of good, plain, 
well cooked and easily digested food, exercise of dif- 
ferent kinds, indoor and outdoor, bathing, the en- 
forcement of regular periods for retiring at night and 
tising in the morning, and whatever else of this na- 
ture may aid in the object to be sought. But even 
these will not entirely fulfill the desired end. Dr. 
SAMUEL JOHNSON in his character of the insane 
wtronomer has shown the influence of too great 
ilsorption of the mental powers by one engrossing 
jarsuit, and the relief and restoration obtained from 
ie extravagant fancies and delusions by a variety 
ofagreeable and entertaing objects and conversa- 
ton, On this principle the moral treatment of the 
imane is founded. To furnish every means by 
leasant and varied reading, games of different kinds, 
illustrations of physical science, employment in every 
vay in which the individual can be induced to en- 
ge, the direction of the attention to objects of in- 
West and curiosity by exhibitions of the magic lan- 
tm, and in fine anything which will tend to arouse 
te latent energies, attract the different feelings or 
ierest the mental faculties pleasantly and protit- 
ily, all are among the class of things included under 
te general term, moral treatment. One individ- 
ul may be reached by. one method, another must be 
‘proached by a different course, but the aim must 
%60 to combine all the resources which can be 
lade available for the grand purpose towards which 
Wshould tend, the restoration of the mental facul- 
tig to their normal condition. 

VOTE OF THANKS. 
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thanks of the society were unanimously tendered Dr. 
Curwen through the Vice President, for his able, 
interesting and instructive address. 


INVITATIONS ACCEPTED. 


On motion of Dr. Parrish, the invitation of Com} 
mander Jouett, of the steamship Michigan, was 
unanimously accepted. . 

At the suggestion of Dr. L. J. Stewart, it was an- 
nounced that the members of the society meet in the 
Court House at 7} o’clock, and from thence proceed 
to the harbor in a body. 

The Secretary (Dr. Atkinson) read invitations 
from the Young Men’s Christian Association, and 
the officers of the City Library Reading Room, ex~- 
tending the use of those rooms to the delegates dur- 
ing their stay in the city. 

On motion of Dr. Stanton, the thanks of the body 
were extended to the two ‘Associations for their kind 
invitation. 

The Secretary read a communication from an offi- 
cer of the Schuylkill County Medical Society, noti- 
fying the society of the expulsion of a member 
thereof, and requesting that his name be stricken off 
the list of permanent members of the State society. 

On motion of Dr. Nebinger, the paper was read a 
second time. 

The paper was received, on motion, and by direc- 
tion of the President, the name mentioned in the 
communication was stricken from the roll, after some 
discussion as to formality, &c. 

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY. 

Dr. W. B. Atkinson presented the report of the 
representative of the society to the Medical Society 
of New Jersey. 

LAKE ERIE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

On motion of Dr. Bennett, Thomas D. Strong, M. 
D., a representative from the Lake Erie Medical 
Association, comprising members of three or four 
county societies, was admitted as a sitting member. 

ADMISSION OF INSANE INTO HOSPITALS. 

The following was submitted, and unanimously 
accepted : 

The committee appointed to urge upon the Legis- 
lature “the propriety of enacting a law which shall 
so determine the relations of the insane as to protect 
the medical profession in giving certificates of in- 
sanity, the insane from improper influences, and the 
community generally from injustice and oppression ” 
—beg ieave respectfully to report that they prepared 
and presented to the Legislature a memorial and 
project of a law. 

The bill was presented in the Senate and referred 
to the Judiciary General Committee, who appointed 
a meeting for the purpose of hearing those interested 
in the matter. At the same time, some parties who 
have been for more thana year using the public 





% motion of Dr. Stetler, of Philadelphia, the 


press for the purpose of injuring several members 0 
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our profession specially connected with hospitals for 
the insane, having obtained a copy of the bill of the 
committee, added to it several sections designed to 
annoy and perplex superintendents of hospitals for 
the insane. ° 

The Senate committee adopted several of these 
amendments, and the law as it now stands on the 
statute bcok contains all the good features of your 
committee’s bill with two objectionable clauses of 
the bill as modified by the Senate committee. 

It is proper to state in this connection that the 
committee was very greatly indebted for success in | 
securing the passage of the law to the exertions and | 
good offices of one of the former Presidents of this | 
Society, and lately Speaker of the State Senate—Dr. 
WILMER WortTHINGTON. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Joun CuRWEN, 
TRAILL GREEN, 

JAS. KING, 

W. CrawForp, 
RicHarpD J. DUNGLISON. 


On motion of Dr. King, the Society adjourned to 
meet this morning at nine o’clock. 
RECEPTION ON BOARD THE “ MICHIGAN.” 





In compliance with previous announcement, a 
large number of the members of the Society, and a 
few invited guests, assembled at the Court House 
last evening, at about 74 o’clock, proceeded in a body 
to pay their compliments to the urbane and distin- 
guished Comodore of the U. S. Steamship “ Michi- 
gan,” now lying in our harbor. Commander 
Jouett and his officers and men received their visit- 
ors as only nautical men can, and several hours 
were most agreeably spent on board one of the 

oldest, staunchest and best war vessels afloat. 

SECOND DAY. 

Prof. Gross, of Philadelphia, asked and obtained 
leave to present a highly interesting paper on the 
subject of attendant nurses. Before reading the re- 
port, the Professor said it had been presented to the 
American Medical Association, at New Orleans, and 
referred to this Society. The report was quite 
lengthy, able and interesting. 

The report and resolutions were accepted and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pubiication. 

MEDICAL EDUCATION, ETC. 

The Secretary (Dr. Atkinson, of Philadelphia,) 
stated that at the recent session of the American 
Medical Association, at New Orleans, a number of 
compositions relative to medical education were pre- 
sented and referred to a special committee, consist- 
ing of Drs. N.S. Davis, Panl F. Eve, E. S. Gail- 
lard, E. Lee Jones and J. K. Bartlett, who have pre- 
pared and presented the following 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON VARIOUS PROPO- 

SITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS FOR MEDICAL 

SOCIETIES, ETC. 

After a fair examination of the various proposi- 
tions concerning medical education, medical legisla- 
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tion and ethical regulations for Medical Colleges, re- 
ferred to your committee, we respectfully submit 
the following report : 

WHEREAS, The history of medical legislation in the 
various States of this Union, clearly shows that no reli- 
ance can be placed on either the uniformity or the per- 
manency of any laws relating to the practice of medi- 
cine; and 

WHEREAS, The results of all the efforts made during 
the last twenty-five years, ty elevate the standard of 
medical education through concert of action among the 
numerous medical colleges of this country, have proved 
with equal cleverness that such concert of action in an 
efficient manner is unattainable; therefore 

Resolved, That whatever is done to establish and main- 
tain a just and fair standard of medical education 
throughout our whole country, must be done by the pro- 
fession itself, through its own voluntary organizations, in 
the same manner that it now establishes and enforces its 


| code of ethics. The profession is competent to declare 
| through its representatives in the National, State and 


local societies, what shall be the standard of attainments 
for those to be recognized and admitted into its ranks, 
and to establish the boards or agencies by which compli- 
ance with such standard shall be ascertained, as it is to 
declare what shall be the ethical rules governing the con- 
duct of those already admitted. 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly requests each 
State Medical Society to appoint annually one or more 
Boards of Examiners, composed of five thoroughly quali- 
fied members, whose duty it shall be to meet at suitable 
times and places, for the examination of all persons, 
whether graduates or not, who propose to enter upon the 
practice of medicine in their respective States, except suc- 
as have been previously examined, and licensed by a 
similar Board in some other State. 

Resolved, That each State Medical Society be requested 
to make sch regulations concerning the pay of the Boards 
of Examiners, and the fee to be charged for a license to 
practice, that the former shall in no case depend on the 
amount received for the latter. 

Resolved, That each State Medical Society be requested 
to require its examining board or boards to exact of every 
applicant for examination, adequate proof that he hass 
proper general education; is twenty-one years of age; 
and has pursued the study of medicine three full years, 
one half of which time shall have been in some regularly 
organized medical college, whose curriculum embraces 
adequate facilities for didactic demonstration and hospital 
clinical instruction. 

Resolved, That each State Medical Society be requested 
to act on the foregoing propositions at the next regular 
annual meeting after the reception of copies of the same, 
aid if approved and adopted by the State medical socie- 
ties of two-thirds of the States, this association shall deny 
representation from all organizations who longer refuse 
to comply with the same, and shall recommend the State 
societies to do the same. And all persons who, after that 
date, seek to enter upon the practice of medicine without 
first receiving a license from some State board of examin- 
ers, shall be treated ethically as irregular practitioners. 

Resolved, That, in adopting the foregoing resolutions, by 
which it is proposed to treat the Medical College diploma 
the same as the diploma of any literary college, this A® 
sociation is actuated by no desire to injure the medical 
schools of our country. On the contrary, by the adoption 
of the fourth resolution at the same time that the value of 
the mere college diploma is practically nullified, it is the 
desire, and confident expectation, that those institutions 
will be greatly benefitted ; because they will be forced to 
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rival each other in the extent and efficiency of their courses 
of instruction, instead of the number which they can an- 
nually distribute. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

N. 8. Davis, 

Pact F. EvE, 

E. S. GAILLARD, 

E. LEE JonEs, 

J. K. BARTLETT. 


The report was committed. 
INTEMPERANCE AS A DISEASE. 

Dr. Joseph Parrish, physician in chief to the 
Sanitarium at Media, near Philadelphia, presented a 
report on “Intemperance as a Disease.” 

The report was received and referred to the Pub- 
lication Committee. 

INSPECTION OF DRUGs. 

Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, of Philadelphia, submitted 
areport from the Committee on the Inspection of 
Drugs. The report set for the Committee had 
memoralized the Legislature, setting forth the evils 
resulting from the extensively practiced adulteration 
of drugs, and praying them to enact a law to remedy 
the evil. Owing to strong opposition, they had not 
accomplished the desired result. On the reception 
of the report, Professor Gross said : 

In reference to the report, with all deference to 
the Committee, I don’t think it covers the entire 
ground. The subject was brought up in the Phila- 
delphia County Medical Society ; and in consequence 
of a diversity of sentiment, it was referred to 
a Committee consisting of five members, of 
which I have the honor to be one, and that 
Committee was authorized to confer with a Com- 
mittee of the same number connected with the Col- 


lege of Pharmacy. The Committee met, when it | 


was suggested that there should be a conference 
with college physicians. Accordingly a resolution 
was offered inviting the co-operation of the college. 
The college accordingly appointed a committee, con- 
sisting of five members, and the question now rests 
with those three Committees. They propose to take 
the matter into consideration, and in due time to 
report resolutions to the Philadelphia County Medi- 
cal Society. There is precisely where the matter 
stands. Ido not think the report is quite as com- 
plete as it might be upon that point. I think that 
the profession in the city of Philadelphia is largely 
interested in this matter. The meeting referred to 
was small, it is true, as meetings of this kind are apt 
to be; but gentlemen present felt a deep interest in 
this matter. I am certain that I speak the senti- 
ment Of the societies, (all of them), when I declare 
that they will do their best to give this subject full 
consideration. It was found utterly impossible to 
pass the bills which have been presented to the Leg- 
islature. It was found that the druggists of Phila- 
delphia were entirely too powerful for the physicians 
of Philadelphia, or State of Pennsylvania. They 





had more influence in a political point of view than 
we, or used more money than anything else. [Sen- 
sation and applause.] That is the fact. 

A committee of five was appointed to confer and 
co-operate with the Philadelphia committee as to the 
best method of banishing adulterated drugs from our 
midst. The names of the committee are as follows: 
Drs. Cummiskey, Nebinger, Mayburry, Knight and 
W. L. Wells, of Philadelphia. 

Dr. A. Nebinger, of Philadelphia, chairman of the 
committee to report on criminal abortion, submitted 
a paper in relation to the subject, which he read. 

A motion was made and amended that the report 
be accepted, and 5,000 copies be published in pamph- 
let form, and be distributed through the several 
county societies to all ministers throughout the 
State. 

On motion of Dr. Mayburry, the matter of the 
disposition of the paper was made the special order 
of business after the consideration of charities in the 
afternoon. 

A resolution was passed relative to the vaccina- 
tion of all children attending our public schools ; 
providing for the appointment of a committee to 
draft a resolution to that effect, and have it presented 
at the next session of the Legislature for adoption. 

The resolution relative to the report, presented by 
Dr. Nebinger, was taken up in order. It was an- 
nounced as follows: 

Resolved, That the County Medical Societies be and they 
are hereby invited to take such steps as will speedily, ac- 
tively and efficiently enlist the ministers of the various 
Christian Churches in their locality in the work of so in- 
structing their flocks in regard to the nature of the act of 
criminal or wanton abortion as shall produce conviction 
in them that such act is not only a sin, but that it is sub- 
stantially murder, and that in the language of Bishop 
Cox, ‘‘they who commit this act cannot inherit eter- 
nal life.” 

The matter in the report and resolution were de- 
bated at some length, when the matter was recom- 
mitted to the Committee (to which the name of Dr 
Gallagher was added,) with instructions to report 
this morning. 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Dr. MecKennon, as delegate to the American 
Medical Society made a report. 

Dr. Hellyer, of Philadelphia, presented for the in- 
spection of the members of the Society, a photograph 
of a monstrosity recently born in Philadelphia. 

Several improvements in surgery were presented 
for the inspection of the Society, including several 
instruments by Dr. Lee, of Philadelphia, who gave 
a very interesting description of their workings. 

THIRD DAY. 

Dr. Nebinger, as chairman of the Committee 
on Criminal Abortion, made report that no altera- 
tion had been made in the paper as recommitted, the 
committee not being able to agree; therefore the 
report would not be presented. He asked that the 
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committee be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject, assuring the Society, however, 
that the paper would be published in such case as a 
private document. 
A vote being taken, a motion to that effect was 
agreed to. 
COUNTY MEDICAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

Dr. Dewitt, of Harrisburg, stated that as there are 
a number of counties in the State without medical 
organizations, he would offer a resolution relative 
thereto. He read as follows: 

Resolved, That the regular physicians resident in those 
countiee where there are no county organizations, are 
earnestly requested to form themselves into societies dur- 
ing the present year. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 


OFFICERS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MEDICAL 
SOCIETY, 1869-70, 


Dr. Allen, of Bradford, presented the following 
report from the committee on nominations: 

For President—Dr. W. M. WALLACE, of Erie. 

Vice Presidents—1st, W. R. Findley; 2d, W. H. 
Pancoast ; 3d, O. P. James; 4th, A. M. Pollock. 

Recording Secretary—Dr. A. H. Fist. 

Corresponding Secretary—Dr. Lawrence Turn- 
bull. 

Permanent Secretary—Dr. W. B. Atkinson. 

Treasurer—Wm. Mayburry. 

Delegates to the American Medical Association : 
Drs. F. W.£ hw, Allegheny; John T. Ray, Crawford; 
Fred. Corss, Luzerne; Andrew Nebinger, Philadel- 
phia; Traill Green, Northampton; R. C. Hays; 
James Ross, Clearfield; T. A. Helshy, Lycoming; 
E. P. Allen, Bradford; David Stanton; D. H. 
Strickland; Alexander Craig; 8S. T. Davis. 

Place of holding meeting for A. D., 1870: Phila- 
delphia. 

The report was adopted by acclamation. 

The newly-elected President was conveyed to the 
chair, and addressed the Society in a brief and 
pointed speech. 

There being nothing further of importance before 
the Society, on motion of Dr. King, the convention 
adjourned to meet at Philadelphia, at eleven o’clock, 
A. M., on the second Wednesday in June, 1870. 

The attendance during the sessions at Erie this 
year was much larger that ever before, one hundred 
and twenty-six of the medical profession” having 
signed the roll as delegates. 

—— A citizen in Brunswick, Me., who earns 
his living working by the day, has paid for 
morphia, for the use of his wife, nearly thir- 
teen hundred dollars, during the past fourteen 
years. The woman declares that she cannot 
live without this stimulus, and her husband 
once walked twenty-four miles to get her usual 
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Periscope. 





Value of the Various Kinds of Food. 

The views of Liebig, who makes so important the 
distinction between nitrogenous and non-nitrogen- 
ous food are no longer tenable in the light of recent 
experiments. 

Dr. Letheby sums up the most modern views in 
one of his Cantor lectures recently delivered in Lon- 
don. He concludes thus: 

It ishighly probable that the largest amount of mus- 
cular force is derived from the hydrocarbons of our 
food ; not that the nitrogenous matters of it may not 
also be a source of power ; but there is no necessity, 
as Liebig supposes, for their being previously con- 
structed into tissue. The experiments of Mr. 
Savory, in fact, show that rats can live and be in 
health for weeks on a purely nitrogenous diet, and 
it is nearly certain that under these circumstances 
the nitrogeneous matters are mostly oxidized with- 
out entering into the composition of tissue. This 
is the main point of divergence from the hypothesis 
of Liebig ; and it is further indicated by the fact that 
the amount of nitrogen excreted is not in proportion 
to the work done, but to the quantity of it in the 
food, even when there is no muscular exertion. 

That the chief functions of nitrogenous matter 
are to repair tissue, there can be no doubt, for ani- 
mals kept on a purely carbonaceous diet quickly lose 
weight, and at last die from a disintegration of tis- 
sue; but it is equally certain that the nitrogenous 
constituents of food have other offices to perform. 
A daily diet of two pounds of bread contains enough 
nitrogen to supply the mechanical wants of the sys- 
tem, but it will not maintain life. There is required 
an addition of animal food to render it sufficient for 
this purpose; and, indeed, the instincts and habits 
of the human race show, beyond all question, thata 
comparatively rich nitrogenous diet is necessary for 
the proper sustenance of life; and it is very probable 
that it assists the assimilation of the hydrocarbons. 
In this way it may help in the development of force 
without itself contributing directly to it; and this 
may serve to explain the fact, that there is a relation 
between the amount of nitrogen contained in the 
food, and the labor value of it. Carnivorous ani- 
mals are not only stronger, and more capable of 
prolonged exertion than herbivorous, but th@y are 
also fiercer in their disposition, as if force were 
superabundant. The bears of India and America, 
says Playfair, which feed on acorns, are mild and 
tractable, while those of the polar regions, which 
consume flesh, are savage and untamable; and tak- 
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found in the country at its conquest, were mild and 
inoffensive in their habits, and they subsisted chiefly 
on vegetable food ; whilst their brethren in Mexico, 
when found by Cortes, were a warlike and fierce 
race, and they fed for the most part on animal diet. 
The miners of Chili, who work like horses, also 
feed like them, for Darwin tells us that their com- 
mon food consists of bread, beans, and roasted 
grain. The Hindoo navvies also who were em- 
employed in making the tunnel of the Bhore Ghat 
Railway, and who had very laborious work to per- 
form, found it impossible to sustain their health on 
a vegetable diet, and being left at liberty by their 
caste to eat as they pleased, they took the common 
tood of the English navigators, and were then able 
to work as vigorously. Abundant examples of this 
description—some of which will be further discussed 
as we proceed, may be cited in proof of the direct 
relation of plastic food to mechanical work; but 
there is no proof that this material must first form 
tissue before its dynamical power can be elicited. 


It is, however, a remarkable fact that all forms of 
nitrogenous food have not the same nutritive value ; 
the glutinous matters of barley and wheat, though 
almost identical in chemical composition, have very 
different sustaining powers. It is the same with 
muscular flesh and artificially prepared fibrin and 
gelatine. Magendie found that dogs, fed solely for 
120 days on raw meat from sheep’s heads preserved 
their health and vigor during the whole of the time ; 
but more than three times the amount of isolated 
fibrin, with the addition of much gelatine and albu- 
men, were insufficient to preserve life. 


We may conclude, therefore, that although the 
main functions of nitrogenous matters are to con- 
struct and repair tissue, yet they have manifestly 
other duties to perform of an assimilative, a respira- 
tory, and force-producing quality which are far from 
being understood. What do we know, indeed, of 
the actual modus operandi of the nitrogenous fer- 
ments—ptyalin, pepsin, pancreatin, &c., which are 
secreted so abundantly in the alimentary canal; or 
of the conjugate nitrogenous compounds which are 
present in the bile ? and how far have we advanced 
in interpreting the functions of the nitrogenous con- 
stituents of tea, coffee, mate, guarana, cocoa, &c., 
which the instincts of mankind in every part of the 
globe have have evidently chosen for some physio- 
logical purpose? The same may be said of the 
crystalline nitrogenous matters of soup—as creatin, 
creatinin, inosic acid, &c., which can hardly be re- 
garded as foods, although they have powerful sus- 
taining properties. 





—— Surgeon W. E. Schofield is detached 
from the Naval Rendezvous at Boston and 
ordered to the Saratoga. 





Reviews and Book Notices. 





* Charities of Masenctusctts. Sanary, 1809. Bos- 

ton, 1869. 1 vol., 8vo., pp. 444, 

This official document comes within the reading 
of medical men, on account of the interesting dis- 
cussions it contains on population, foundling and de- 
serted children, the deaf and dumb, prison-bhygiene, 
etc. Tne following extract from it is strongly illus- 
trative how a misguided moral sentiment—just such 
as now exist in reference to brothels, etc.—interferes 
with true humanity : 

“ An orphan asylum was established in Paris in 
1363, and soon after it was proposed to commit 
foundlings to its care; but this was opposed in these 
remarkable words: 

“Tt might come to pass there would be so great a 
multitude of them that no hospital can contain or 
support them, because men and women will abandon 
themselves freely te sin, when they see that their 
bastards are to be well cared for, without having the 
burden and anxiety of their support.” 

Government, therefore, by letters patent, directed 
that foundlings should be left to the care of private 
charity. 

It appears to have been customary, from very 
early times, to place some of these infants in beds at 
the entrance of churches; and for those in charge of 
them to stand,and cry to passers, “ Help, for these 
poor innocents.” 

The hospital called that of “Red Infants,”—En- 
fants Rouges,—founded in 1536, for the children of 
patients deceased at the great Hotel Dieu, excluded 
foundlings upon the principle that their admission 
would increase the evil of abandonment.” 

“*Batraxomyo maxia: A Fight on Bthics,” 
is the name of a pamphlet recently published in New 
Orleans by JuLIuSs HoMBERGER, M. D., who, it is 
well known, has been severely strictured by the 
American Medical Association for a tendency to ad- 
vertise, and to defend advertising. He censures, 
and with some justice, the unparliamentary action of 
the Association upon his resignation. 

We acknowledge the following pamphlets: Medi- 
cal History of the year 1868, in California. A paper 
read before the Sacramento Society for Medical Im- 
provement, Feb. 16th, 1869, and published by the 
order of the Society. By T. M. Logan, M. D. 
. Dawson, on Fibrous and Fibro-cystic Tumors of 
the Uterus. 

Thirty-seventh Report of the Retreat for the In- 
sane, Hartford, Conn. 

Third Annual Report of the General Hospital for 
the Insane, Connecticut, 1669. 
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87” Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 

n@” To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, 80 as to require little revision. 

We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession. 


—_ 


THE WOMAN QUESTIONIN PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 


The County Medical Society of Philadelphia 
is determined to stultify itself by fulminating 
its bulls against comets. Here is a resolution 
this Society adopted at a meeting, Oct. 21, 
1868. 


Resolved, That it isthe sense of this Society that the 
preambles and resolutions adopted by it in regard to Fe- 
male Colleges, their Professors and Graduates, are such 
as do disqualify such professors and graduates from be- 
coming members of this Society; and further, that the 
accepting and filling of any professional chairina Fe- 
male College by a member of this Society disqualifies 
him for active continued membership of this body ; and 
furthermore, that the essence and sense of the preambles 
and resolutions referred to deny to the members of th's 
society the right to professionally consult with any Pro- 
fessor or Graduate of a Female College. 

Not content with thus putting itself on the 
record as opposing a legitimate, proper, and 
praiseworthy extension of educational priv- 
ileges, not satisfied with thus interfering in a 
meddlesome manner with the individual rights 
of its members, and setting an example of 
narrow-mindedness discreditable to this city, 


and this age, it reiterates as follows in a meet- 
ing April 29, 1869: 

WHEREAS, It is well known that some of the members 
of this Society are holding Professorships in the Woman’s 
Medical College of Pennsylvania, or occupying the posi- 
tion of Consulting Surgeon or Physician in the Woman’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia, or holding consultations with 
the Professors, Graduates, &c., of the above Institutions, 
in violation of the rules and regulations of this Society : 

AND, WHEREAS, It is believed that some of the mem- 
bers so offending are not aware of the passage of the reso- 
lution by this Society at the Stated Meeting in October 
last upon this subject: therefore, 

Resolved, That the Recording Secretary is hereby in- 
structed to furnish a printed copy of the above resolution 
to every member of this Society, with the request that 
those who are holding professional intercourse with the 
Woman’s College of Pennsylvania, or with the Woman’s 


EDITORIAL. 
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Hospital of Philadelphia, or with Graduates of the former, 
will either purge themselves of the violation of the ruleg 
and regulations of this Society, or resign their member- 
ship of the same. 


Now at whom is this sham thunderbolt 
hurled? At Dr. ALFRED STILLE, Professor of 
Practice in the University of Pennsylvania, at 
Dr. BENJ. B. WixsoN, Prof. of Surgery in the 
Woman’s Medical College of this city, at Dr. 
WASHINGTON L. ATLEE, at Dr. HENRY 
HARTSHORNE, Prof. of Hygiene in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and in the Woman’s 
Medical College, and at many other worthy 
physicians, who hold it right, if they see fit, 
to consult with any well-educated, regular, 
scientific physician, male or female. 

What short-sighted clique controls the county 
society? Are theytoo blind to see whither the 
current is tending? Do they know the time 
of day it is on the horologe of progress? Or 
are they influenced by a petty jealousy, a 
mean fear that their own purses or positions 
may be injured by the admission of well-quali- 
ficd women to the ranks of medical practice ? 


Soluble Saccharate of Iron. 

This is an elegant preparation prepared and 
quite popular in France and Germany. The 
process is said to be as follows : 

It has been found that the hydrated sesqui- 
oxide of iron is soluble in rock candy—from 
this solution ammonia will no longer precipi- 
tate the oxide. Advantage has been taken 
of this reaction in Germany, and sugar bon- 
bons are now prepared under the name of Dr. 
E. FLEIscHER’s soluble iron saccharrate. 
They are put up like sugar plums, and contain 
1-14th of a grain of metallic iron in each bon- 
bon. Theyare also flavored with some kind of 
liqueur, and would never be suspected to be 
medicine by any child. Beside the bon-bons, 
the solution is kept in bottles in a form suit- 
able for drinking with food. The pyrophos- 
phate of iron is also prepared in a similar way, 
thus affording phosphorous and iron at the 
same time. 

A discussion has been going on in the Ga- 
zette Hebdomadaire lately about this sacchar- 
ate. One party pretends that what is sold for 
such is nothing but pulvis ferri rubbed up with 
sugar, and either that the alleged chemical 
process is a “blind,” or else that the article as 
sold is an adulteration. 


—— Sawdust pills would effectually cure 
many of the diseases with which mankind is 
afflicted, if every individual would make his 
own sawdust. 
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Special Notice to Subscribers. 

Those whose subscriptions are due in advance, from 
July 1st, will receive notice berewith. A prompt response 
must be made, to enable us to include the subscribers’ 
names on the prepaid postage list for the quarter begin 
ning July Ist. 

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.* 
Compiled by Geo. H. Napueys, M. D. 


No. 17. 





This column will contain each week a collection of the 
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now 
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by 
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics, 
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly pubiishep 
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current 
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will 
include ieuehe for hypodermic injections, for imhala- 
tions, for rectal and vagina suppositories, for ointments, 
lotions, collyria, etc,. etc. 

This selection will be such that each prescription will 
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the 
authority of the name of the physiciau by whom origi- 
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest 
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro- 
fession—to attord a periscope of the remedial measures re- 
sorted to by eminent living physicians. 7 

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formule, and 
issue them in book form. 





Treatment of Phthisis. 
J. WARING CurRRAN, L. K. & Q.C. P., &. 


142. R. Zinci oxidi, gr. ij. 
Extracti conii, gr.i. MM. 


For one pill, to be taken three times a day. 
The quantity of the oxide of zine is gradually 
to be increased. In the latter stages of 
phthisis where profuse sweating and colliqua- 
tive diarrhea harrass the patient and rapidly 
lower the vital capacity, this combination is 
very effective. It is of great value also in the 
earlier stages of the disease. It seems to 
steady the nervous system and to act as a se- 
dative to the wandering pains. 

J. M. Da Costa, M. D. 


143, kK. Acidi sulphurici diluti, gtt. x, 
Tincture opii deodorate, gt. v. 
Syrupi hypophosphitis, 


Extracti pruni virginiani fluidi, af fz. 
For one dose, ter die, when night sweats 
and cough are troublesome. 


INHALATION. 
144, RK. Extracti opii, gr. 4 
Aque, £.3j 


For one inhalation, twice a day, by means 
of any form of steam atomizer throwing a fine 


spray.” In the irritative cough of phthisis, 


causing gastric irritability. 

*tutered according to Act of Congress, in the year 
1869, by Gzxo. H. Napueys, M. D., in the Clerk’s office of 
a District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva- 





N. B.—This copyright is not intended to prevent medi- 
cal jourcals publishing these articles, but only their being 
issued in book form. 
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145. R. Acidi gallici, gr. XX. 

For one powder. Iv acute hemoptysis. To 

be repeated every ten minutes until hemorr- 

hage ceases. 

146. J. Cupri sulphatis, 

Ferri sulphatis, 
Extracti hyoscyami, gr. j. 

For one pill, ter die. In persistent slight 
pulmonary hemorrhage. Sulphate of copper 
in such cases seems to control the circulation 
within the lungs, and to arrest a tendency 
to bleeding. This action is not due to its nau- 
seating effect, for, in this dose, it does not 
nauseate. The administration of cod-liver 
oil should be postponed until the hemoptysis 
is gotten rid of. 

Dr. HoRACE DoBELL, Senior Physician to the 
Royal Hospital for diseases of the Chest, 
London. 

147 Kk. 





Extracti ergotz fluidi, 
Tincture digitalis, 
Acidi gallici, 
Magnesiz sulphatis, 
Acidi sulphurici diluti, 
Infusi rose compositi, 


13ij. 
fZij. 


pr 
i,m 

Sig. Two tablespoonsful every three hours 
until hemorrhage is arrested. In spite of the 
fashionable outcry against complicated per- 
scriptions, Dr. DOBELL recommends the above 
as the most efficacious and the most rational 
combination of remedies for a case of profuse 
tubercular pulmonary hemorrhage. In any 
given case, either of the ingredients may be 
omitted, if the symptoms indicate that it is 
not required, or that it has already done its 
duty. The object of the ergot is to contract 
the vessels ; of the digitalis, to steady the heart ; 
of the gallic acid, to clot the blood; of the epsom 
salts to relieve the congestion, and of the 
dilute sulpharic acid to assist the rest. 
BALTHAZAR W. Foster, M. D., M. R. C. P., 

Professor of Medicine in Queen’s College, 

&c., London. 

148. RK. ther, fz ijss. 

Olei morrhuce fziv. my, 

Sig. Desertspoonfull ter die, before meals.. 

This isa new physiological attempt to in- 
troduce cod liver oil into the system, by over- 
coming the difficulty of assimilating fat, which 
is developed to the greatest extent at the very 
stages of the disease in which perfect assimi- 
lation is most needed. To pour oil into a pa- 
tient’s stomach, without at the same time 
taking measures to ‘ensure its digestion is a 
erude kind of therapeutics. Experimental phy- 
siology has taught us that the only fluids in: 
the body which have the power of acting upon. 
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fat, so as to render it fit forabsorption, are the 
secretions of the pancreas and the ducodenal 
glands. Ether has the power of stimulating 
the glands to renew their healthy action and 
places the fatty matter in a state of fine divi- 
sion in contact with their more abundant se- 
cretion. It also masks the unpleasant taste 
of the oil. 
M. M. MonTARD-MARTIN and HERARD, Paris. 


149. Kk. Acidi arseniosi, gr. j. 
in granules, x div. 


Seven or eight a day of these granules to be 
taken at first, the dose to be speedily carried 
up to ten or fifteen. Never more than two 
should be given at a time, and they should be 
administered as often as possible before meals. 
The treatment should be suspended from time 
to time. Researches have shown the entire 
harmlessness of arsenic, when properly em- 
ployed, as well as its undeniable efficacy in 
certain forms of tubercular phthisis. Almost 
all the patients, after a few days treatment 
exhibit a marked improvement in their gen- 
eral condition. The appetite improves, the 
strength returns, the complexion is clearer, 
and the eye is more animated ; and at the end 
of three weeks or a month, flesh begins to be 
gained. The local malady undergoes less 
change, but even this is sometimes sensibly 
modified. The most favorable cases are those 
in which there is no acute fever or serious 
digestive disturbance. M. LoLLiot, the most 
recent observer, finds that the daily adminis- 
tration of one-tenth of a grain produces a di- 
minution of temperature, and a very notable 
diminution in the amount of urea. 

Dr. Dovetas PowELL, Hospital for Con- 
sumption, Brompton. 


Potassex chloratis, 5 ij-iij. 
Morphiae muriatis, grs. jss-ij. 


Glycerine, . 88. 
Syrupi, ad fz. iv. TM. 
A teaspoonful to be swallowed slowly in 
the rawness of the tongue, and painful deglu. 
tition in advanced phthisis. It acts locally on 
the parts affected, relieving at the same time 
the cough. Of course, in the latest stages of 
. the disease this will but render the remaining 
hours of life more comfortable ; but there are 
,.Some cases where this condition of the tongue 
and throat will come on earlier, and by ren- 
dering the taking of nutrients or stimulents 
almost impossible, causing death from exhaus- 
tion. In such instances the above combina- 
tion relieves pain, cleanses the tongue, and 
enables the patient to take nourishment and 
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JoHN C. THOROWGOOD, M. D., &c., London. 

bi eh. Sod hypophosphitis, gr. v, 

Glycerin, 
Aquee, 

For one dose, ter die. 

In addition to Dr. Thorowgood, Drs. C. J. 
B. Williams, and C. J. Williams, (the latter 
one of the physicians at the Bromptov Hospi- 
tal,) speaks of the value in phthisis of the hy- 
pophosphites, which, at first so highly lauded 
by Dr. Churchill of Paris, have of late fallen 
somewhat into disrepute. 


~~ 
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Preservation of Vaccine Virus, 
EDITORS MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER : 

I notice with satisfaction the suggestion of 
Dr. A. W.LUECK, of Mayville, Wis., in regard 
to the preservation of vaccine virus. 

In a very large proportion of cases the two 
essentials to chemical changes or decomposi- 
tion are heat and moisture; in the absence of 
either it is retarded, if not effectually pre- 
vented. This fact is here made use of by the 
thorough desication of the alum and its subse- 
quent tendency to re-absorb adjacent moisture. 
Allow me, however, to suggest another sub- 
stance which can be readily purchased, requir- 
ing no previous treatment, and whose power 
of absorbtion of moisture, as compared with 
dried alum, is as ten to one, i. e. “‘ calcined 
plaster,” or Sulphate of Lime. The affinity of 
water for this substance is remarkable. The 
plaster may be placed in a wide-mouthed bot- 
tle ; a portion of the plaster poured in, and the 
virus properly enveloped laid upon it, and the 
bottle closed with a good stopper, which should 
be as near air-tight as possible. 

Respectfully, BENJ. J. CREw. 
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News AND MISCELLANY. 





Still Another Victim ! 
At the late meeting of the Orange County 
(New York) Medical Society, held at Goshen, 
a committee was appointed to investigate the 
cause of the death of the late Maggie Dorcas, 
who, it was alleged, died from the effects of 
medicine administered to procure an abortion. 
A great deal of interest is felt as to the result 
of their investigations, as it is said that the 
crime of fceticide has become very prevalent 
in this vicinity. 





remedies which greatly prolong life. 




















